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Welcome to Dusavik barnehage!
1.
Introduction
The annual plan is an integral part of Dusavik Barnehage's Curriculum. Dusavik Barenhage considered it worthwhile to create a curriculum plan in which we address how we will work towards each section of the National Curriculum. This process has made us familiar with the demands and expectations placed on our staff by the standards of the National Curriculum. 

Curriculum for Dusavik Barnehagen: 
Chapters 1 and 2 present the external regulations - the law, plans, committees and boards. 
Chapter 3 presents the daycare and describes how we organize everyday life. 
Chapter 4 presents our views and values. 
Chapters 5 and 6 describe what we emphasize and how we organize our work with children. 
Chapter 7 describes our procedures for planning, documentation and evaluation. 
Chapter 8 explains the relationship of the daycare to its partners and related entities. 


We hope the Curriculum for Dusavik Barnehage and the annual plan will help you become acquainted with our work, our values and our priorities. 


Visit Dusavik Barnehage's website: www.dusavik-barnehage.no 
2.
About Dusavik Barnehage 
The daycare is owned by the Dusavik Daycare Parent Board of Trustees.

All of the four departments have children aged 0-6 years. 
Children and parents in each department can expect:

· Stable staff
· Stable parent group

· That siblings have the opportunity to be together in the same department
· Natural age composition (similar to a family setting):
· The younger children learn from the older children

· The older children learn to help the younger

· The children learn to respect the needs of others which may differ from their own.

· The children take care of each other

· The children make friends of all different ages

· Adults who are focused on the needs of each individual child 

· That the daycare is one integral unit where the children become acquainted across departments.

· Project groups where we divide the children into groups by age

· Pre-school group for the oldest children which meets once a week

· To get three nutritional meals per day

· Several hot meals per week

· Based on a varied and healthy diet
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At our daycare we strive for every child, parent, and employee to feel warmly welcome!

Our goal is to be the best daycare in Stavanger!
3.
Our Vision

The Golden Rule
”Do unto others as you would have them do unto you!”
We at Dusavik Barnehage want to bring this Golden Rule to every child, parent, and staff member.  This is our vision- how we can become good, conscientious, and responsible individuals. 

In all we do, we return time and again to this rule to live by.

This can mean:

· How we show we care

· How we learn and teach caring for others

· How we relate to one another

· How we resolve conflicts between children or adults

· How we treat our environment 

We emphasize strong relationships between adults and children.
Our fundamental principles are illustrated through the name TORALF. 
T – tillit

=
Trust
O – omsorg

=
Caring 
R – respekt
=
Respect
A – ansvar

=
Responsibility
L – lojalitet
=
Loyalty
F - fleksibilitet 
=
Flexibility
TORALF helps us remember the values that define us. Every member of our staff becomes well acquainted with TORALF when they start working with us!
4.
Pedagogic Principles - -education through care, play and learning
In cooperation and consultation with the home, the daycare will attend to each child's need for care and play, and promote learning and personal cultivation as a basis for comprehensive development.

Personal cultivation is more than simply development, more than learning, more than care, more than upbringing, more than socialization. Personal cultivation is all of these aspects combined. 

Children learn through play. They learn through receiving care and taking care of others. Personal cultivation is an important part of the learning process. 
More info about Personal Cultivation can be found in Dusavik Barnehage's Curriculum, section 4.2 (NB! Norwegian Text)
4.1
Care and caring for others
Karsten (2 years old) has been in daycare for a year, and has just had a long vacation with his mom, dad, and brother. When he comes back to the daycare, everything gets a little sad. He cries when his mother delivers him in the morning. His mother says, "Yes, I know you're sad now, Karsten, but I have to go to work, so I'm going now. I will pick you up later, you know. Have a good day. Momma loves you very much." Although Karsten is crying he lets mamma go. She smiles at him and radiates and communicates security with her facial expressions and body language. She knows that Karsten is very happy in daycare, and she also knows that he is going to cry just as much if she sits down and waits half an hour. Karsten sits on Mari's lap and cries. Mari says, "Yes, you're sad, I understand! I am also sad when someone leaves!” Then Karsten sniffles twice, settles down on the chair beside her and eats his yogurt. After five minutes he is fully immersed in play. When his mother comes to pick him up, I say to her: "You were absolutely wonderful when you delivered him this morning. I wish all parents managed to act the same way. You had clear, easily-understood body language. It makes it so much easier for the child!” The mother was visibly pleased and proud of the praise she got. 







(from the book: ”Se hva jeg kan ’a!” by Kari Pape)
What we emphasize and why:
· We will take our time on transitioning into daycare, to build good relationships and so that the children feel secure 

· We need to be good role models, because children reflect our behavior 

· We must be present and give each child physical contact, it creates security 

· We will give each child validation and encouragement, to increase the child's self-esteem 

· Take the children seriously, set aside time for each child, and listen to what they have to say, so that they feel respected and that they feel they are important to the group, which also builds positive self-esteem

· Caring between children. Our 0–6 year department model gives children a chance to be caregivers; children help and comfort one another

· Practicing independence, to teach the children to take care of themselves, which builds self-esteem
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4.2  Play

I was playing hide and seek with two three year old boys at daycare. I counted to twenty and cried, "ready or not, here I come!" Then I saw Jørn, sitting in the middle of the floor in front of me with his hands in front of his own eyes. I looked around and shouted his name, but he just sat and giggled and tried to hold his breath. Then it was my turn to hide. I sat down in the same place that Jørn had sat with my hands in front of my eyes. He cried immediately, "I found you! I saw you at once!" When it was his turn to hide again, he sat down behind a bush! He had learned something new that day: things do not disappear just because we cover our eyes.







(from the book ”Se hva jeg kan ’a!”  by Kari Pape)
 What we emphasize and why:
· Humor, creating a good atmosphere and happiness, in order to create good relationships and a feeling of well-being

· Meeting the child on their level, to be where the children are- down on the floor

· Go into the child's fantasy world, let the child decide how to play. Children appreciate it when adults participate in their play. We can also help the children who sometimes struggle to play creatively. 

· Set up activities so that the children can learn new ways to play, and see what forms of play there are to choose from

· Set aside enough time for the children to play such that the themes of their play can fully develop and they have a chance to round off or finish what they are playing

· To not be preoccupied by routines so that we are responsive to the children's need for activity and play

· Find new arts and crafts projects to give the children new input and ideas

· Give the children common experiences to strengthen their inspiration to play
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TIPS for proactive adults:
T
be There
I
Initiate play
P
play on the child's Premises
S
be Seen 
4.3
Learning
It's afternoon at the daycare, the sun is shining and it's a nice spring day. Guro, almost four years, shouts to me from the sand box. She asks me if I want to see something magical. Of course I'd like that. Guro goes to the baby swings. These swings are quite high, and the children usually need help getting into them. Guro takes a bucket and turns it upside down under one of the swings. She climbs up on the bucket and on then on to the swing. Then she looks at me with a radiant smile! "Yes, that was truly magical" I say and smile back!
(from the book: ”Fra plan til praksis 3” by Kari Pape)

What we emphasize and why:
· Activities such as dressing one's self and making one's own sandwiches (among other things) teach independence and feelings of accomplishment

· We will help improve the children's gross and fine motor skills by going for walks and experiencing different physical activities 

· We will give the children the opportunity to perform and/or lead groups in front of the others during assemblies. This can help to improve the children's self-esteem 

· Toys, games, and materials should be readily available such that the children can explore and create on their own initiative

· Sensory toys (wheels, mirrors, fabrics, and materials) hang on the walls so that the children can feel, see, and experiment 

· Music, song, and dance. These strengthen language skills, motor skills, physical development, and positive experiences

· Positive feedback and reinforcement for taking initiative. This shows the children that what they are doing is important

· That the adults take the time to “ponder” about things with the children and ask open-ended questions to stimulate new thoughts and beliefs

· Take the time necessary to find out what a child is trying to communicate to them and, when needed, helping them to find the words to verbalize their thoughts

· Spontaneity: that the adults surprise the children with, for example, puppets or bubbles. This creates excitement and joy

· Go on “adventures” with the children: let the children lead the way- let them show the adults what they are curious about an what they want to discover

· We will support the children's curiosity, inquisitiveness, and desire to learn through the following:

· Experiences – field trips, museum visits, and help with practical tasks

· Contests, competitions, and games

· Having reference books, (encyclopedias, fact books) readily available in the department

· “Pondering” about things together with the children

· Reading to the children

· Following up questions from the children, helping them to find an answer

· Documenting what we do through photographs, drawings, and stories so that we can remember back, reminisce, and recount events and experiences

· Play make-believe (play office, store, etc.) to engender understanding of the grown-up world
Our communication with the children is optimal when we:
· Say clearly what is and is not acceptable

· Have boundaries and limitations that the children can understand

· Sit on the floor or put the child on our lap when we speak with them

· Make eye contact with the children when we communicate with them

· Use simple, easily-understood words

· Be honest about whether or not we have time to listen or play 

· Keep our promises and uphold our agreements

· Put aside time to listen
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4.4
Social Competence
Jarle was unfortunate enough to be stepped on by another child in the play area. Eivor was younger than Jarle, and he certainly had not meant to step on Jarle. It was purely by accident. Jarle assumed as much, so although it was quite obvious that it did hurt a lot, he collected himself, and said: "Well, well, Eivor – at least now we  know how heavy you are!" 
(from the book: ”Fra plan til praksis 3” by Kari Pape)
Social competence consists of:
· The ability to empathize with others (understand the feeling of others)

· Good language skills (to make oneself understood, including sign language and body language)

· The ability to adapt to the environment or situation

· Good listening skills 

· Showing care for others 

· Self-control, delaying or deferring one's own needs

· Step by step, children learn to verbally define their own feelings and emotions, to recognize the feelings and emotions of others, and to understand and empathize with the feelings and emotions of others 
What we emphasize and why:
· All physical needs (such as food, sleep, clothing, etc.) must be met, in order for children to be able to interact with others

· That children feel secure with the other children, the adults, and their surroundings. This security is necessary for children to have the energy to interact socially with others

· Step-by-Step; children learn to verbally define their own feelings and emotions, to recognize the feelings and emotions of others, and to understand and empathize with the feelings and emotions of others. Children learn to resolve conflicts. (see also: section 4.1.1 - Information About the Step-by-Step program)

· Separating the children into groups so that the adults can give each individual child one-on-one attention and feedback as needed

· Separating the children into groups by age as well (for example, project groups for pre-schoolers), so that each individual child gets an age-appropriate academic program  

· Facilitate play. Children learn to relate to one another socially through play 

· Give the children experiences to strengthen the cohesion of the group

· Give the children positive feedback so that they feel recognized and validated and to strengthen their self-esteem and self-image.

· Be responsive to the child's signals so that they experience positive responses to their initiatives 

· Include them in play with the older children, such that they see and experience, and learn to play

· Adults who are good role-models 

· That children and adults show good manners and politeness (for example, saying good morning, saying please and thank you, answering when asked a question and being helpful). With these things we lay the foundations for the children to become socially intelligent and function well in their interactions with others

· Adults who are involved in each child's well-being, development and needs. We believe that children who have their needs met go on to be better people

· Build strong relations between the adults and children, as well as between children so that they feel they are meaningful members of their community

· We strive to teach children self-respect in order to have respect for others

· We strive to be clear in our communication to the children in order to create a safe and consistent environment for them

· Step by step, to teach children how to relate to one another; help, comfort, wait one's turn, and sharing

· Collaborating with parents through conversations to agree upon common goals

Academic goals:
Your child shall:

· Make and maintain contact with others

· Develop a positive self-image and a positive attitude to their own learning abilities

· Develop independence, creativity and flexibility

· Be able to see things from another's perspective

· Be able to cooperate as well as take into account the needs of others and caring for others

· Participate in formulating positive social norms and interactions

· Develop good verbal communication skills  

· Develop good verbal comprehension
For more information about Social Competence, see Dusavik Barnehage's Curriculum, section 5.4 (NB! Norwegian Text)
4.4.1
Information About the Step-by-Step Program 
Step-by-Step (*Nor. Steg for steg) is the program that Dusavik Barnehage uses to facilitate social competence.  

Relating to others is perhaps the most essential lesson learned in childhood. 

Step-by-Step aims to develop children's ability to communicate, interact with others in a positive way and increase their ability to cope with problems and frustrations. These are skills that make them better equipped to deal with challenges later in life. 

Step-by-Step is designed to improve children's social competence by practicing skills in empathy, anger, and problem solving in social contexts. Central to the Step-by-Step method is helping children develop their ability to communicate and to interact with others in a positive way. Giving children opportunities to practice their skills in problem solving increases their chances of finding socially acceptable solutions to everyday problems. 

Step-by-Step consists mainly of A3-sized posters of photographs as a starting point for conversation between children and adults. There are lessons where these posters are the main focus, and lessons where conversation, role play, games, and puppetry are key parts. The sessions take place in small groups with children of the same age. 

We want to emphasize that if these learned skills are to have a long term effect, they must be practiced in everyday life. The adults' attitudes and behavior toward the children, but also with other adults in everyday life, provide a model-learning effect for the children. The skills practiced in Step-by-Step can be practiced at home, and parents/guardians are therefore important partners. 

More info about the Step-by-Step Program and its lesson plan can be found in  Dusavik Barnehage's Curriculum, section 5.4.1. (NB! Norwegian Text)
5. Subjects

We strive to give the children rich shared experiences and for them acquire knowledge in a number of different areas. This is essential to foster positive interaction between the children and establish a basis for constructive play.

The subjects we teach are rarely presented one at a time. Several subjects may come all at once; as a theme/ program, in connection with the activities of daily life, or during walks or trips around the neighborhood.

The monthly plan for your department will have details about what subjects we will be focusing on for each month throughout the year.
5.1
Communication, Language, and Writing

What we emphasize and why:
· Step-by-Step: The children will learn to use language to explain their feelings, needs, and experiences. They will learn to resolve conflicts and build positive relationships to play and other interactions

· Conversation: during meals, in the wardrobe area, while getting dressed; to practice using language to expand their vocabulary and language competence

· Read books; because it is exciting and fun

· Watch and make films; to expand upon a theme and see things from another perspective

· Calendars; to recognize numbers, letters and to gain a better understanding of time

· Look at pictures; conversations about pictures to create a narrative

· Play with letters and numbers; introduction to the concept that letters and numbers have a symbolic meaning

· Write down what the children say; illustrate what the child has said with written words, begin to recognize “word shapes”

· Label everyday objects; to familiarize the children with letters and “word shapes”

· Audio books; to practice concentration and visualization of stories

· Nursery rhymes and fairy tales; to learn the rhythms of language, to learn to listen, to practice concentration, and to preserve “children's culture”

· Oral histories, fairy tales, and stories about our own experiences (possibly with props); to spread the joy of telling stories 

Ten good reasons to read aloud, for children and adults:
1. It is fun to read

2. It makes us want to read even more

3. It makes us wiser

4. It gives us more to talk about

5. Others describe what we ourselves are feeling

6. It strengthens our language skills

7. It teaches us to listen

8. The joy of reading creates good reading skills

9. It makes it easier to learn to write

10. The world of books is like the world of children, it's not just fun and games- there is substance and drama as well 
5.1.1 Language development project
One of the most important areas of development in a child's life is the development of language. Through language we learn to understand ourselves and our surroundings. Language helps us reflect and organize our thoughts, and it gives us an identity and a fellowship with other people.
Language is crucial for learning, social relationships, and friendship.
It is the goal of Stavanger kommune that all daycares facilitate/integrate a systematic language program.
All daycares have been offered assistance in starting this project; Dusavik barnehage received training and supervision from August 2014 to December 2015.
Goal:
· All employees shall receive training and tools with which to give the children adequate linguistic stimulation, and to create a good language environment

· The daycare shall have a system for its own language program, and an all-encompassing and integral perspective on this. 


We know that a systematic language program in the daycare has an impact on all children. In particular, multilingual children and children with reduced verbal abilities profit from systematic lingual stimulation to such a great extent that it will make an enduring difference in their lives.
Goal:
· All children shall experience a feeling of accomplishment in linguistic activities at daycare, and meet a linguistic environment that supports their own development of language.

Requirements for learning language:
· Learning language is time-consuming, and it is not sufficient to only hear it.

· Children must be active in verbal dialogue with other children and adults in a good verbal/linguistic environment

· The most important component of linguistic development is meeting the children on their own verbal level, and connecting language to daily experiences.

· Adults attach words/names to what we see, do, and feel, and to our feelings in various situations.

Language activities include:
· acquisition of vocabulary and concepts

· linguistic/verbal awareness (nursery rhymes/poems/songs)

· story telling and reading aloud (stories, fairy tales, books, etc.)

· focus on the aspect of play within the linguistic activities

· exploration of the written language

· dialogue and conversation between children and adults

10 rules for the development of reading and writing skills:
1. Children must hear language.

2. Children must use language.

3. Train ones sense of hearing- close your eyes and describe what you hear.

4. Learn to rhyme.

5. Some words are long, and some words are short.

6. Some words are made up of two or more separate words.

7. Invite children to play with simple language sounds.

8. Write while the child watches, and verbalise the sound for each letter as you write.

9. Always have paper and writing utensils available for the child.

10. Give specific feedback, not just praise in general.

A good linguistic environment in the daycare:
· Adults who speak with the children about what they do and experience together, and who are good role models

· A well-planned pedagogical approach with possibilities to give children first-hand experiences (walks, activities, visiting different places, etc)

· A good linguistic environment in the department/classroom with access to books, games, and adequate materials for play.

· Possibilities for different types of play (role play, duplo blocks, cars, «family nook», animals, blocks, etc)

A good linguistic environment at home:
· A conscious use of language in all daily situations

Focus on dialogue

Verbalise actions

Expanding ones vocabulary – read for the child

Do not «correct» the child, but repeat what the child says with the correct sentence structure or sound.

Give children experiences which can be described with words.

If you wish to read more about language and the stimulation of language, you can find the «Curriculum» thematic booklet «Linguistic environment and language stimulation in the daycare,» here (NB! Norwegian text):
http://www.udir.no/Upload/barnehage/Pedagogikk/Temahefter/Temahefte%20_om_spr%C3%A5kmiljo_og_sprakstimulering_i_barnehagen_bokm%C3%A5l_web.pdf?epslanguage=no
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5.2
The Body, Movement, and Health
What we emphasize and why:
· Going for walks; to practice walking on uneven terrain to strengthen balance and walking skills

· Climbing trees and towers; to practice coordination, strength, and balance

· Getting into chairs/changing tables alone, dressing one's self; to develop positive self-image through feelings of accomplishment

· Dance; to experience the joy of moving to music

· Obstacle courses both indoors and outdoors; to practice balance, crawling, hopping, skipping, and physical coordination

· Bicycling, field hockey, football, etc.; to learn physical coordination through diverse activities

· Quiet time; To learn a good balance of activity and rest

· Proper diet; to learn healthy eating habits and how to care for our bodies

· Our bodies, get acquainted with the human body and all its potential

[image: image1.jpg]


[image: image23.jpg]



Kunst, kultur og kreativitet

5.3
Art, Culture, and Creativity:
What we emphasize and why:
· Arts and crafts; experience the joy of creating something, experience different materials and possibilities for self-expression

· Museum visit; to experience and learn

· Visiting art galleries; give the children good and varied cultural experiences 

· Create our own exhibition at the daycare; give the children unique possibilities for self-expression

· “Photo safari”, equip the children with cameras; to be aware of the motifs and patterns, and what they see/notice 

· Meet an artist; to see how they work and create

· Traditions and holidays, see section 10. Traditions and Holidays
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5.4
Nature, Environment, and Technical Learning
What we emphasize and why:
· Going for walks; to experience the joy of nature, to learn to take care of nature, to learn how nature works, and to learn about plants and animals 

· Pick berries, go fishing; to learn where food comes from

· Calendar; to learn about the seasons and the cycle of life

· Plant flowers and vegetables; To learn how they grow and what they need to in order to grow

· Watch machines (such as the garbage truck) in operation; to learn how machines work

· Help make mulch with a compost mulcher; to learn how to make mulch and what it is used for

· Building with Lego and Duplo blocks; to learn construction and building

· Computers and cameras; to learn to use digital equipment 

· Physics and chemistry; watch chemical reactions and what happens under different circumstances or conditions

· Make volcanoes 

· Make bonfires 

· Make windmills 

· Freeze water

· Boil water

· Bubble mixture / blowing bubbles

· Recycling; to learn to take care of the environment

· Visit a farm; to see where food comes from – eggs, milk, and vegetables
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5.5
Ethics, Religion, and Philosophy
What we emphasize and why:
· Step-by-Step; to develop tolerance and respect, to learn empathy

· Trust, Caring, Respect, Responsibility, Loyalty, Flexibility; these are our core values that form the basis for our interpersonal actions

· Christmas and Easter worship services at Vardeneset Church; to preserve our Christian cultural heritage

· Other religions; to become acquainted with other religions that are represented in our daycare, to learn tolerance and respect for others' beliefs and values

· Philosophy; asking questions, encourage the children to reflect and find their own answers

· “Pondering” time; to give the children a quiet period in which to ask questions and ponder about life 

· Conflict resolution; to learn to see things from another perspective (see Step-by-Step)
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5.6
Local Society and Society as a Whole
What we emphasize and why:
· Going for walks around the neighborhood; to get familiar with the neighborhood and all it has to offer

· Local history; to make the children aware of how the area has developed over time

· Environment day – picking up rubbish in and around the daycare facility; to learn to keep things tidy around us and to teach us stewardship of nature

· Gender equality, that girls and boys experience that they have the same potential and possibilities as well as the same challenges 

· Visiting workplaces; to learn about different jobs and work environments 

· Traffic rules; to teach basic traffic rules to be safe around roads and cars

· We adults must be good role-models 

· Walking on the left side of the road

· Always use the crosswalk

· Looking both ways when crossing the street

· Signaling that we see that drivers have seen us

· Walking calmly across the street

· Celebrating Sami National Day, 6th February; to make the children aware of the indigenous people living in Norway
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5.7
Numbers, Space, and Shapes
What we emphasize and why:
· Baking; to learn to weigh, measure and form and to enjoy things we have made ourselves

· Playing make-believe shop with play money; to teach the children that money has symbolic value and can be traded for goods or services

· Tidying and sorting; to understand the concept of colors, sizes, to see that things are different and belong to their own respective places

· Dice games; to learn to count

· Wood shop; to learn to measure and to play with shapes and sizes

· Mathematical terms and concepts; to teach the children the correct words and terminology for geometric shapes- circles, squares, rectangles, etc. 

· Playing with beads, clay, Jovo blocks, Geomag, Lego, and blocks; to play and experience patterns, shapes, and sizes; to experience how these things can combine in unique ways

· Cutting up fruit; to learn to cut, divide, and count

· Maps; to learn to figure out where one is and orient one's self

· Going for walks, navigating by map, orientation; to develop the ability to orient one's self
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6.
Subjects by Department 
Here are  some examples of what each department might have as a focus during a typical daycare year. Actual curricula will be provided by each respective department on a month-by-month basis.
6.1
Lerker (example curriculum taken from 2014-2015 school year):

Communication, Language, and Writing:
· Use nursery rhymes, fairy tales, poems, and songs to learn the rhythms of language, to learn to listen, and to familiarize the children with the symbolic nature of numbers and letters

· To become familiar with songs and books
The Body, Movement, and Health:
· Develop children's coordination, gross and fine motor skills, rhythm and motor sensitivity, (for example, walks, ball activities, aerobics, obstacle courses inside / outside) 
Art, Culture, and Creativity:
· Have various arts and crafts activities to use imagination, creative thinking, and the joy of creating
Nature, Environment, and Technical Learning:
· Get experience with and knowledge about animals and plants and their interdependence and where food comes from
Local Society and Society as a Whole: 

· Learn about different jobs / professions 
Ethics, Religion, and Philosophy:
· Reading books, creating slideshows, and role playing about how we should treat each other 

· “Pondering” time; to give the children a quiet period in which to ask questions and ponder about life 
Numbers, Space, and Shape:
· Playing make-believe shop with play money; to teach the children that money has symbolic value and can be traded for goods or services 

· Learning about different sizes, shapes, and dimensions by sorting and comparing
6.2
Kjøttmeiser (example curriculum taken from 2014-2015 year): 

Communication, Language, and Writing:
· We make our own restaurant in the department. Set a menu, make invitations, money, etc. We invite another department to come for a meal! The children learn about amounts, numbers, placement and create a joyful atmosphere

The Body, Movement, and Health:
· We want to focus on ball play- catching, rolling, ball games, etc. 

· We will also practice using scissors

Art, Culture, and Creativity:
· We have made a choir. We sing and perform choir songs at assemblies, parents breakfasts, holidays, etc. We also include instruments on some songs
Nature, Environment, and Technical Learning:
· Physics experiments! We choose some experiments we try them out! 

Local Society and Society as a Whole:
· Tasta- then and now! Starting with the Dusavik “cow pastures” (where the daycare now is), we look at pictures from years gone by today to see how the neighborhood has developed
Ethics, Religion, Philosophy
· Conflict resolution; to learn to see things from another perspective (see Step-by-Step)
Numbers, Space, and Shape:
· We learn some mathematical terms - plus, minus, shape and quantity. 

6.3
Spurver (example curriculum taken from 2014-2015 school year):

Communication, Language, and Writing:
· Nursery rhymes 

· Word games

· Poetry and verse
The Body, Movement, and Health:
· Aerobics for Children (*Nor - Røris)
Art, Culture, and Creative:
· We work with music, and experiment to see what music and sounds we can make ourselves
Nature, Environment, and Technical Learning:
· We plant potatoes and follow their progress

· We make milk carton greenhouses
Local Society and Society as a Whole:
· We discuss our local community and make collages from images of our neighborhood
Ethics, Religion, and Philosophy:
· We have “pondering” time throughout the year
Numbers, Space, and Shape:
· The children help plan a meal. They help write (or draw) a shopping list, find out prices, follow the recipe to prepare the food, set the tables and serve the food 
6.4
Svaler (example curriculum taken from 2014-2015 school year):
Communication, Language, and Writing:
· Use of “Snakkepakken” a pedagogic language workbook
The Body, Movement, and Health:
· Go for more walks in the neighborhood, in addition to the regular walk days 
Art, Culture, and Creativity:
· Expressing ourselves and experiencing joy through arts and crafts activities and by gaining experience with using different materials 
Nature, Environment, and Technical Learing:
· Making calendars in order to learn about the seasons of the year
Local Society and Society as a Whole:
· Making picture collages about where in our neighborhood we have been during our walks
Ethics, Religion, and Philosophy:
· We focus on our core values, and the attitudes and manners we show (listening, saying good morning, saying “thank you for the food”, etc.) 
Numbers, Space, and Shapes:
· Mathematical terminology (shapes and sizes)
7.
Participation and Interaction (*Nor. - Medvirkning)
When I was wiping off the tables after lunch, Kari came up to me and said, "I want to draw!" Ola jumped up from what he was doing when he heard this and both looked at me with expectation in their eyes. They are both about 2 and 1/2 years old. Without thinking, I said that they had to wait until I had washed the table and chairs and swept floor, which would have taken at least ten minutes. Then I thought again and said, "No, I know something better. We can just put the drawing mats on the floor." So I went and got the drawing mat and placed it in the corner with some paper and pencils. They sat on the floor and drew and talked until long after I had finished washing and sweeping.






                                (from: ”Fra plan til praksis 3” by Kari Pape)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
Participation and interaction (medvirkning) in this context means designing and planning programs or activities over which the children have influence to a greater or lesser extent. This means that the children actively participate and make decisions in matters that concern them. The children are involved in the planning, implementation and evaluation of programs and activities. This participation also engenders in the children a feeling of responsibility for their own lives and their own choices.
What we emphasize and why:
· Encourage the children to express their thoughts, feelings, and beliefs 

· See the children as active and expressive participants, that every child should know that he or she is taken seriously 

· Observing / getting to know each child's form for expression, so that we are able to interpret and understand the child's needs 

· Give the children diverse experiences, such that they have a wide range of experiences, feelings, and expressions to choose from

· The adults take responsibility for bigger picture, so that the children never have sole responsibility for the choices that are made 

What types of things can the children influence:
· Activities, toys and other equipment

· What they want on their sandwiches

· Who and what they play with

· Planning the day and the week

· Their feelings during interactions with other children and adults
8.
Group Projects 
During the project periods we separate the children into age groups. They get to play with all the other children of the same age from all of the departments. The educational program is tailored to the age group. 

Project groups meet at 9.30 and are together until after lunch.

At the end of each project a summary of our project and activities will be sent home. The summary can be kept or returned to the daycare to be placed in the child's binder.

Project themes vary from year to year. For example, the theme for 2014-2015 was “Friendship”. The Law of Cardamom- “One shall not bother others, one shall be nice and kind, otherwise one may do as one pleases.” , and the Golden Rule were a main focus during that time. We choose topics that correspond to Norwegian cultural events, such as anniversaries for children's authors, major sporting events and the like. We choose topics that we believe are appropriate and modern in relation to current events. 
All seven of the academic subjects outlined above are presented during project periods.
The following are examples of projects for the respective age groups:
8.1
1-2 year-olds: 
Week 43 and 47:
The weeks before Christmas we will focus on getting to know one another and feeling secure with each other.

We will meet up and sing the name song and some simple nursery songs. 

We will learn about friendship through the books “Thomas and Kristine” by  Gunilla Wolde.

We will play together both indoors and outdoors, eat lunch together and just have fun.

Week 3, 7,11 & 18:
These weeks we focus on friendship by reading books, singing, reenacting stories, and playing.


Singing songs such as:

· «Hokus og pokus»

· «Når trollmor har lagt sine elleve små troll»

· «Lille Petter edderkopp»

· «Vennskapssang»


We will be outside two days and inside two days.
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“ Good friends are like teddy bears.

The older they get the more they're loved.”
Project group leaders: Mariann, Lene, Heidi, Cate, Tone, og May Brit 
8.2
3-4 year-olds
Week 43: 
The first week we will focus on getting to know one another and feeling secure with each other by singing and playing together.
Week 47: 
This week we will focus on the friendship-themed book “Saying Sorry”. We will be drawing and coloring “good hands” to talk about how to use our hands nicely.

Week 3,7 
These weeks we continue our focus on these friendship-themed 

  and  11:
books: “Cooperation”, “Sharing”, and “Learning to Agree”.

Week 18: 
This week we will plan out, decorate for and have a FRIENDSHIP PARTY! The children's plans and ideas will be the focus!

Tuesdays will be outside days, Thursdays will be either inside or 

outside.

Project group leaders: Anne Gunn, Kristine, Kine, Anna og Inger Lise 
8.3
5 year-olds
Being considerate, being generous, being open to new things, and having good communication skills are important for friendship. These are the things we will practice during the year. 

We will start each day during the project period with a roll-call where each child can practice his/her last name, date of birth, and address. We will sing friendship songs and other songs. Every Monday we will go through the weekly schedule with the children so that they know what is going to happen every day. 
When we go for a walk or play outside, the children will get the opportunity to practice deciding what clothing is weather-appropriate and practice dressing themselves to a larger and larger extent. We will have at least one walk/field-trip each project week. 

Week 39:
The first week we will get acquainted, play and have fun experiences together (good friends do fun things together). We start by talking with the children about what they want and expect from the project, and what they want and expect us adults. We are also planning a field-trip to the Maritime Museum, where we will play in an old general store, work on the dock, dress up in costumes, etc. This week we begin reading the book When the Robbers Came to Cardamom Town. We will continue reading this throughout the autumn. 

Week 43/47:
We will continue reading When the Robbers Came to Cardamom Town. We will spend a little extra time on the chapters that deal with friendship and how we should treat one another. For example, “Constable Bastian's Song” (“One shall not bother others, one shall be nice and kind, otherwise one may do as one pleases.” ). We will also reenact some of these scenes from the book. We will, among other things, make “friendship soup”, braid friendship bracelets, and paint with watercolors.

Week 3/7:
We will visit the library and find books about friendship and discuss friendship. What can friends do together? We will play games together, have arts and crafts, and play together.


Week 11/19:
 We will visit the schools that each of the children in the group will begin at in the autumn. We will sing and practice skipping rope. 

Project group leaders: Solbjørg, Hanne og Tove
9.
Transitioning from Daycare to School
The daycare's preschool group is called Tøys og Tull, which translates roughly to “Silliness and Nonsense”. The name was chosen many years ago by the then-preschoolers themselves and has stuck over the years. Our approach to working with this group relies on the strengths of our staff's varied background and education.  We have an academic program which touches on all seven of the academic subjects outlined above throughout the daycare year.

The following is an example from one daycare year- the actual program will vary from year to year:

9.1
Program for Preschoolers:
	Week
	                              THEME

	36
	- Communication, Language, and Writing: 
We meet up and discuss our expectations and reading in groups
- The Body, Movement, and Health: Field-trip to Stokkavannet

	37
	- Communication, Language, and Writing: Reading in groups 
- Art, Culture, and Creativity: Songs and music

	38
	- Communication, Language, and Writing: Reading in groups
- Art, Culture, and Creativity: Songs and music
- Local Society and Society as a Whole: A walk in the neighborhood

	39
	Project week 

	40
	- Communication, Language, and Writing: Reading in groups
- Art, Culture, and Creativity: Song and music

	41
	Fall Break 

	42
	- Communication, Language, and Writing: Reading in groups 

- Art, Culture, and Creativity: Song and music
- Local Society and Society as a Whole: A walk in the neighborhood

	43
	Project week

	44
	- Communication, Language, and Writing: Reading in groups 

- Art, Culture, and Creativity: Arts and crafts / drawing course

	45
	- Communication, Language, and Writing: Reading in groups 

- Art, Culture, and Creativity: Arts and crafts / drawing course

	46
	- Communication, Language, and Writing: Reading in groups 
- Art, Culture, and Creativity: Arts and crafts / drawing course

	47
	Project week

	48-52
	Christmas preparations in the departments / Christmas break

	3
	Project week

	4
	- Ethics, Religion and Philosophy: “Pondering time”

	5
	- Numbers, Space, and Shapes: Mathematical terms. Numbers games, shapes, quantities, etc.

	6
	- Numbers, Space, and Shapes: Mathematical terms. Numbers games, shapes, quantities, etc.

	7
	Project week

	8
	Winter Break

	9
	- Numbers, Space, and Shapes: Mathematical terms. Numbers games, shapes, quantities, etc.

	10
	- Numbers, Space, and Shapes: Mathematical terms. Numbers games, shapes, quantities, etc.

	11
	Project week

	12
	- Communication, Language, and Writing: Word games and word-shapes

	12-13
	Easter preparations in the departments 

	14-15
	Easter Break

	16
	- Communication, Language, and Writing: Word games and word-shapes

	17
	- Communication, Language, and Writing: Word games and word-shapes

	18
	- The Body, Movement, and Health: Bicycle trip- two-wheelers, three-wheelers or scooters

	19
	Project week

	20
	- Ethics, Religion and Philosophy: “Pondering time” 

	21
	- The Body, Movement, and Health: Jogging 

	22
	- Communication, Language, and Writing: Word games and word-shapes

	23
	- Communication, Language, and Writing: Word games and word-shapes

	
	Farewell field-trip 

	
	


NB! The above is an example preschool plan for a typical daycare year and a typical distribution of the academic subjects. The actual weeks that project groups will meet, focus areas, holidays, and breaks will vary from year to year and may be changed or amended at any time.

10.
Traditions and Holidays
At Dusavik Barnehage we celebrate our national and cultural holidays throughout the year in order to preserve our cultural traditions and heritage and to give the children a feeling of joy and anticipation for some high points throughout the year.

Birthdays
Each department celebrates its children's birthdays by flying the flag outside the daycare as well as decorations inside. We have a fun little birthday celebration where the child gets special attention. We encourage parents to bring fresh fruit (in lieu of cake or ice cream) so that we can make smoothies or fruit salad.  
Birthdays are important, and the children should get special attention!
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NB! The following is a list of the holidays, cultural events, and celebrations the daycare observes. Actual dates of celebrations may change from year to year and will be outlined in the monthly plan sent out by each department. 
October:
United Nations Day: 24th October- We invite parents and siblings to the daycare to purchase a prepared meal. This comes at the end of a week in which the children have worked to become acquainted with children from other cultures. Profits from the sale of meals goes to a charitable organization. This event is a great time to get to know our extended “Daycare Family”!
December:
St. Lucy's Day
13th December- We have a parade with candles through the and Christmas
daycare and celebrate with the traditional saffron buns Breakfast:

called lussekatter. Christmas breakfast for parents and 



siblings is usually arranged for the same day as our St. Lucy's 


Day celebrations.
Santa/elf fest:
Thursday before Christmas Eve. The children and adults come to daycare dressed as Santa / Father Christmas or Christmas Elves. We eat the traditional Christmas rice-porridge, sing songs around the Christmas tree, play games, and get a visit from Santa / Father Christmas. 
Worship Service:
The Christian meaning of Christmas is taught to the children in the departments and during the assemblies once a week during Advent. We go to Christmas Mass / worship service at Vardenes kirke. The date of the Christmas Mass will be on the monthly plan for December.
Christmas Concert: Each year the 3-6 year-olds are invited to a Christmas concert at the concert hall at Stavanger konserthus. The date of the Christmas concert will be on the monthly plan for December.
February:
Sami National Day: 6th February- We introduce the customs and traditions of the Sami, the indigenous people of Scandinavian. We hold an assembly on this day
March:
Birthday:
1st March is Dusavik Barnehagen's Birthday! 
Shrove Monday:
The Monday before Ash Wednesday is the beginning of Lent. 


To mark this, we bake the traditional buns with jam and 



cream. 
Carnival:
We dress up in costumes and have a party! Mardi Gras brings a bit of color and light to the dark winter days!
Daycare Day:
In march we collaborate with the local union Fagforbundet and the education union Utdanningsforbundet. The goal is to make our activities and educational content more visible and increase awareness of the work we do. It is also a great opportunity to celebrate the children and adults at Dusavik Barnehage.
April:
Easter:
We prepare for Easter with stories, songs, arts and crafts, and Easter Mass / worship service at Vardenes kirke. We invite parents and siblings to  Easter breakfast the Thursday before Easter.
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Grandparentsday:
We invite the grandparents together with the grandchild a Saturday evry second year.
May:
Norwegian Constitution Day: One of the days leading up to 17th May we hold our own celebration of Norwegian Constitution Day. We march around the neighborhood with our flags and sing patriotic songs and springtime songs that we have practiced. The oldest children take turns bearing the Dusavik Barnehage Standard during the parade. Afterward we have a funfair with games and competitions.
June:
Field Trip:
The first Thursday in June each year the whole daycare goes on a field trip to Soma gård, a farm and petting zoo outside of Sandnes. 
Barbeque:
We end the daycare year with a barbeque and garden party for all parents and siblings. We serve hamburgers, sausages, salads, etc. The barbeque is the second Thursday in June.
We want to share these special times with all our children!

11.
Multicultural Children
At Dusavik Barnehage we have many children representing many different cultures. We want highlight our diversity. To that end, we ask new parents about their culture's national days, traditions and holidays so that we can celebrate them here. The flags of the countries represented in our daycare hang in the respective departments. When we send out our welcome message to new children, we try to greet each child with “Hello” and “Welcome” in their own native language. We consciously try to be good language role-models by using language proactively. When we put children together in playgroups we try to match children with strong communication skills together with children who need good communication role-models.

12.
Children with Special Needs
For us to be able to address each child's developmental potential, we use a tool called “Alle Med”.  This tool outlines what skill-sets can be expected of children at different ages. Using this as a guideline, we set goals for each child in cooperation with parents. 

If we see that there are skills a child has not mastered or acquired through practice, we will focus more on these areas and work extra with them over time. When observing the children we transcribe what we see and hear. We attempt to recreate the situation without interpretation or analysis.

In the event that we need additional resources or support, we have several partners that we can contact for assistance. These include PPT - Pedagogisk-psykologisk tjeneste (Educational and Psychological Services), and Ressurssenteret (the Resource Center) have special instructors with training in various areas, such as language, hearing, social skills and general development. 

TEFT is an interdisciplinary forum for preschool children where the Children's Clinics, Child Protective Services, and PPT are represented. Daycare providers can contact this forum for guidance in cases where there are grounds for concern regarding the child's development. 

We want a constructive dialogue with parents. Parental consent is required before we contact any outside agencies or public services.  
13.
Planning, Documentation, and Evaluation
13.1
Planning
What we emphasize and why:
· Monthly plan for each department; this documents the staff's work and gives the parents and children information about the work we are doing

· Input from the children; such that they feel they have some influence over daily life

· The physical environment at the daycare; to meet and fulfill the children's needs in regard to play, activities, and quiet time

· ”Alle Med” observation charts, good guidelines for parent-teacher conferences, which gives an overview of the child's development 

· social and emotional development

· play and playing

· well-being

· daily routines and activities 

· sensory perception and motor skills

· language and communication

· Training for staff; so that every staff member experiences personal growth and development and stays up-to-date on the new challenges in the childhood development sector
Parents:
· Parents can discuss what goals and skills they want the staff to focus on during the daycare year at the parent-teacher conference in the autumn. There is also a suggestion box in the common room 

· The Parents Association (*Nor.- FAU) also provides a channel to relate the parents' wishes for the daycare year

· The Cooperation Committee (*Nor.- Samarbeidsutvalget) evaluates the curriculum and the yearly plan. This group also gives the opportunity for feedback
13.2
Documentation
What we emphasize and why:
· Oral/ written/ photographic records to tell/show parents what their child has done at daycare that day. This is an opportunity for parents to get a glimpse their child's day and experiences

· Each child has a binder that follows them throughout their time in daycare. This is a place to collect photos from events, pictures, and paintings the children have made. It is a valuable tool for the children to tell other children, parents, or grandparents what they have done in daycare.  Simply put, this scrapbook is the child's history of an important era of his/her life!

· Taking pictures to illustrate a process (arts and crafts, building, etc.)

· Documenting what we do with photos, drawings, and stories as an aide to reminiscing, reenacting, or retelling our experiences

· Documentation of every child's development through the “Alle Med” tools (with the parent's permission), to ensure that every child is seen, and recognized, both for what they excel at and what they may need extra help with
13.3
Evaluation
What we emphasize and why:
· Each child; We use tools inclucing the "Alle med" program. This gives us a good overview of what each child can do and areas where they may need extra help. This is used as a guideline for parent-teacher conferences. 
· Each autumn and spring, the staff thoroughly discuss the needs of each child based on their observations of daily interactions. This provides optimal developmental potential for each child.

· Yearly evaluations; the staff of each department describe the work they have done in order to reflect on their own practices and make improvements based on their experiences.

· Evaluation routines; project periods, Easter, summertime, December, planning/inservice days. We use these opportunities to discuss our experiences and as a basis for future planning.
Parents:
· Parents can give feedback about the work we have done at the autumn and spring parent-teacher conferences

· Stavanger kommune's yearly user survey gives parents the opportunity to evaluate and rate our performance 

· FAU (Parents Association) evaluates the previous year's work/curriculum and provides requests and guidelines for the coming daycare year

· The Cooperation Committee (Samarbeidsutvalget) determines the curriculum and annual plan and are involved with the daily operation of the daycare

Goals for Parent-Teacher Cooperation
· Say good morning to everyone with a smile

· Greet children and parents in the coat room in the morning

· Tell the parents of each child some of the events of the day at pick-up time

· Always greet parents and everyone else who comes into the daycare
13.4 Evaluation Plan

The following is a schedule for when we evaluate the different aspects of the daycare year:
September

· The summer 

October

· Transitioning into daycare

· Parent meetings

· Parent-teacher cooperation

· Staff coordination

· Our own goal-setting

November

· Educational subjects

· Projects

· Planning day / inservice

· Individual goal setting for each child

· Preschool program

· Educational program for indoors and outdoors

· Participation and Interaction (*Nor. - Medvirkning)

January

· The previous month, December

· St. Lucy's Day celebrations and Advent breakfast

February

· Carnival / Mardi Gras

· The daycare's leadership and management

March

· The forms for transitioning into school

· Inclusive cooperation 

April

· Sending the forms for transitioning into school

· The goals for each child

· Planning day / inservice

· Easter and Easter breakfast

May

· Grandparents day

· Project

· 17th of May

· Preschool program

· Academic subjects

June

· Educational program for indoors and outdoors

· The barbeque

· The field trip

· Staff coordination

July

· The summarization of the summer weeks

August

· The summarization of the summer weeks

· Planning day / inservice
In addition to the above evaluations:
· Staff meetings are to be evaluated at the end of each meeting

· The monthly plan is to be evaluated at the end of each month and collected in the folder for yearly review

· The project is to be evaluated on the first planning day / inservice of the the daycare year (the children's participation will also be included in May's evaluation) The different groups create a cumulative report

· Evaluation of the practical logistics and implementation

· Grouping

· Motivation factors for the children (was it fun for them?)

· Dialog with the children (children's interview / meeting)

· Every assembly, party, event or arrangement is to be evaluated at the first department meeting after the event
Checklist for the evaluation of the educational plans and activities within the department:
· The particular group of children

· The quality of daily cooperation

· The well-being and development of the group

· Organization of the group

· Cooperation; child-child, child-adult, adult-adult

· Common goals and the evaluation of the group

· Progress and development through caring, playing, and learning

· The children's experiences and perspectives 
14.
Inservice / Planning days 
The dates of inservice / planning days will be provided in the annual plan for each year and in the monthly plan for each department. 

You can also find the dates at the daycares home page/internet.
The daycare is closed this days.
NB! The daycare is closed for summer holiday on week 29 each year.
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